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Lighting the Chalice Flame
Injustice anywhere
is a threat to justice everywhere.

We are caught in an inescapable network of 
mutuality tied in a single garment of destiny.

Whatever affects one directly,
affects all indirectly.

— Martin Luther King, Jr.



The Class

n Introduction to Metaphysics, Process Philosophy, 
and Process Theology (First Week)

n So What? — Spiritual Practice (Last Week)

n So What? — Stewardship and Justice Making 
(Tonight)



Checking In

n What did you notice today that gives you hope?



Homework

n Whence comes our power to act in the world? 



Power in Process

n Choose positive and negative prehensions

n Attune to eternal objects

n Set aims



Limitations

n Previous choices

n Ambiguity

n Paradox

n Balance of harmony and novelty







Homework

n What responsibility do we have for using our 
powers?

n What are some implications for stewardship?



Stewardship
“ The real name of our connection to this everywhere 
different and differently named earth is ‘work.’ We are 
connected by work even to the places where we don’t 
work, for all places are connected; it is clear by now that 
we cannot exempt one place from our ruin of another.

“The name of our proper connection to the earth is “good 
work,” for good work involves much giving of honor. It 
honors the source of its materials; it honors the place where 
it is done; it honors the art by which it is done; it honors 
the thing that it makes and the user of the made thing.



“Good work is always modestly scaled, for it cannot 
ignore either the nature of individual places or the 
differences between places, and it always involves a 
sort of religious humility, for not everything is known. 
Good work can be defined only in particularity, for it 
must be defined a little differently for every one of the 
places and every one of the workers on the earth.”

— Wendell Berry





Justice
“I believe that if societies continue to view fairness, 
equality, and merit as the characteristics of justice, 
injustice will continue to prevail everywhere.

“I believe we need a new logic focusing on 
relationality made explicit in solicitude and care, 
characterized by tenderness and resulting in 
reconciliatory praxis.”

— Ada María Isasi-Díaz













Questions?



Homework

n Pay attention to examples of the good — of love 
made manifest

n Set your aims to create more love in the world



Extinguishing the Chalice Flame

I thank you, deep power
that works me ever more lightly
in ways I can’t make out.

The day’s labor grows simple now,
and like a holy face
held in my dark hands.

— Rainer Maria Rilke



Feed-Forward


